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and a treatise on mottoes by Ruscelli, a friend of
Tasso. He was evidently making himself master
of Italian history and literature, with special atten-
tion to the antiquities of the town in which he
lodged.

Some of Languet's "bits of advice" must be
quoted, as their recipient evidently paid heed to
them. " You ask me how you ought to form a style
of writing/' Languet said. " In my opinion, you
cannot do better than give careful study to all
Cicero's letters, not only for the sake of the graceful
Latin but also on account of the weighty truths
they contain. Nowhere is there a better explanation
of the way in which the Roman republic was over-
thrown/' Languet went on to say that for all the
money In the world he could not buy a French
version of Plutarch, though perhaps he might bor-
row one. "But when you begin to read Cicero's
letters, you will hardly need Plutarch. I approve of
your giving some study to astronomy; for those
who are ignorant of it cannot understand cosmo-
graphy, and they who read history without know-
ledge of cosmography seem to me to be just groping
in the dark."

" You have done well," Languet wrote in another
letter, " In learning the rudiments of astronomy, but
I do not advise you to work much more at that
science, since it is very difficult, and will be of small
value to you, I know not whether you are wise in
turning your attention to geometry. It is a fine
study, and well deserves thoughtful application.
But you must consider what are your prospects, and